
Malta Humanist Association

The Malta Humanist Association promotes the idea of organ donation after death (or of whole-body 

donation for medical research). We would like to make the following main points to be considered when 

drafting the new law.

• The wish of the person must be respected and should not be overruled after death by the 

deceased’s next of kin.

• An Opt-Out system is recommended in which everyone is by default an organ donor unless 

otherwise specified. We consider it probable that people generally have no objection to being an 

organ donor but don’t get around to registering - especially while they are young and healthy - 

since they don’t expect to die until they’re old. An opt-out system should make it more likely that a

compatible and healthy donor is found when needed, removing the pressure on the existing 

system.

• While presently an opt-out system may not be deemed necessary for local demand, this may be 

extended to a European scale with a single cross-EU register. Malta is therefore strongly 

encouraged to implement this and work with other EU member states to establish this European 

registry.

• If an opt-out system is adopted, the process to opt out must be easy and entirely cost-free. 

• If an opt-out system is adopted, there should be no preference given to potential recipients based 

on whether these have opted out or not.

• If an opt-in system is adopted, the health authorities should engage in drives to encourage 

registration. This can be done in schools (MCAST, Junior College, University), while educational and

awareness programs can be targeted at secondary age students to explain the benefits and dispel 

any doubts. It is important that a positive image is associated with organ donations, including by 

mentioning (with the permission of the next of kin) whenever someone who dies helps others who

live.

• In principle, we hold that once a person is dead, that person has ceased and therefore has no 

further use for any part of the body, be they organs, blood, organ parts (eg cornea) or any other 

part of the anatomy, and that to allow these to decompose when they can provide a new lease of 

life to someone else should be avoided.

• The identity of the recipient and donor or donor’s family should be kept strictly confidential, 

unless requested by both sides, to avoid any possible feeling of indebtedness by the recipient, or 

abuse of this by the donor’s family. If necessary, communication between the two parties could be 

facilitated if requested by both sides, and only after a “cooling off period” to avoid the recipient 

being pressured into agreeing.
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