
Mr John Aguis 

 

I think that the system should be completely reversed. When you are born you 

automatically become an organ donor. If you don't want to be an organ donor , then 

you sign the form stating that you don't want to be a donor 

Mr Paul Barnett 

 

I agree that it is too much for a child to decide and therefore the automatic opt-in 

unless you physically are selfish enough to opt out should apply. 

Mr Jeffrey Decelis 

 

Let's stop abusing children. This is sick. How can a twelve year old child decide for 

himself? Don't do it, it is a grave mistake. A 12 year old is just a child. Having to 

take this decision is absurd. A 16 year old cannot go and make a tattoo, yet a twelve 

year old can decide if he wants to donate his body or not. This is absurd. 

Mr Martin Saliba 

 

Please explain where the abuse is . And what has getting a tattoo got to do with 

saving a life ? If anything a tattoo could ruin a life.  

Mr Jeffrey Decelis 

 

The abuse is just that. A 12 year old boy or girl is just a 12 year old. He is a boy or 

girl not a grown up. This is absurd and an insult to common sense. Giving up a 

kidney will ruin your life? That is stupid to compare a tattoo with an under aged 

donor 

Mr Kevin Cassar 

 

A donor card signifies that the holder chooses to donate organs, when they die. I 

don't suppose they would need them then, be they 1 year old or 100. Giving up a 

kidney, while still alive, is something else and is not something that this donor card 

caters for. 

Mr David Farrugia 

 

Abuse? What an ignorant comment. If I were a legislator I would even make it 

compulsory from birth to be an organ donor upon death'You would probably be the 

first to cry and implore,should god forbid you or your need a cornea or a kidney 

M.Borg 

 

It is abuse; no one has the right over anyone's body. Making it 
compulsory to be a donor is just that. As for 12 year olds giving their 
consent , this is not only an abuse but a big joke ! How can anyone that 
age decide what to do with her/his body? Are we doing away with parents 
now? 

Mr Martin Saliba 

 

In your haste to critisize you did not notice that the parents still have the 
last say 

 

 

I would also have it that if you get free health care by the state you should give back 

by giving life to others 

J. Sammut 

 

The problem lies if the doctors turn off the life support machines to get 
your precious organs.I have the right over my body even when I’m dead. I 
just tell my relatives whether I want to donate or not. Let’s leave it there.In 
China when they execute “criminals” they take their organs for 
transplants, I wouldn’t be surprised that some are killed for their organs. 

A.Caruana 

 

If a person is brain dead his life support will still be turned off.  

Mr Wally Vella Zarb 

 

I would also add that whoever is selfish enough to opt out of being a donor would 

automatically rule himself out of becoming a potential recipient. 

Ms Nadia Debono 

 

What are you talking about? I am the owner of my body and I don't want 
that you or doctors think about me as summary of organs! For whole my 
life I have a few experience with free health public system and pay taxes 
for nothing as I personally pay for each visit to doctor ! 

Mr Jeffrey Decelis 

 

Automatic opt-in? Are you serious or weird 

Mr Paul Camilleri 

 

let’s see.. Oh yes when you die we are going to cut you up take your eyes 
heart liver lungs and kidneys and maybe even your brains. its plain 
butchery let alone the impact it would have on a young child 

Mr Martin Saliba 

 

Yes and the state should have the right to butcher you if you receive free health care . 

Its not when you just die .The circumstance of your death determines whether you 

are a giver of life or not. 



R.Caruana 

 

Stop making Age of consent subjective to political correctness. It's a 
disgustingly abusive, immoral & unethical practice. 

K Zahra 

 

Seems quite a jump really from 18 to 12. 

Mr Austin Grech 

 

What a stupid law. As if kids are cattle.Yes I would say it's still a stupid 
law as is your comments. Stupid and selfish. Kids are not cattle to be 
used by the likes of selfish people. Death is part of this world we live in. 
Accept it and move on. 

Mr Anthony Scicluna 

 

You know what is  stupid your comment. Because when you have a child that is 

dying and a child donor can safe your child. what do you say Mr.Grech would you 

still say " what a stupid law" 

Mr Alfred Falzon 

 

Twelve-year olds are still children and only their parents can give 
consent. Such a proposal is to say the least absurd! Aren't we even able 
to strike a balance? It reminds me of 16-year olds who are entitled today 
to vote in Local Elections but not in a Referendum! Half-baked measures! 

Mr Tony Barbaro Sant 

 

I think 12 years of age is way too young for organ donation decisions. I also feel that 

a softer version of the two extremes should be adopted. 

A.M. Galea 

 

In my opinion a 12 year old child does not really understand to what he will be 

giving his consent, so until he reaches the age of consent, if needs be this should be 

left to his parents to decide whether they give permission to donate his organs. When 

he reaches the age of consent, which I strongly believe that it should be 16 and not 

18, he will have the right to decide for himself. If he decides to be a donor, in the 

event of death, his organs will be taken without the authorities have to take some 

kind of permission from his relatives. This is my personal opinion. 

Mr Martin Saliba 

 

Mhux aħjar iħalluna ngħidu lil-qrabatna bl-intenzjonijiet tagħna u dawn 
jagħtu l-kunsens tagħhom skond ix-xewqa tagħna?  LEEEEEEEEEE , 
ghax aw qraba egoisti u avolja int tkun tajt il kunsens u ikollok id donor 
card huma il qraba li jideciedu xorta . Imbili ilkollok id donor card ma 
ifisierx li int ha tkun donor . 

Mr Paul Caruana 

 

In the case of live donors, I would be wary of reducing the age of consent to 12, even 

when the child's guardians would be in agreement. In the case of live donors, the age 

of consent should not be less than 18 (16 at most). 

A.Caruana 

 

When one dies he or she no longer needs his/her body. Refusing to donate organs 

after death is simply selfish. 

 

 

In a perfect world opt-out might work. But this is not a perfect world. 

 

 

 

Mr John Borg 

 

People can be bribed. And besides one is so very helpless when lying in a hospital 

bed you know.. this applies especially for those who have no relatives - for instance I 

have myself had to help at least one person who was lying on a hospital bed in a 

corridor because he had no relatives and was just being totally ignored by nurses. 

Yes it happens. 

 

 

 

 

 

And what about the ethics of it all. I mean surely a 60 year old has lived enough 

right, so why not let him die and in so doing save an 18 year old with a life yet to be 

lived? Such thinking can start to creep in even at a subconscious level even though 

we deny it. 

 

 

 

 

 

I do have an idea for the Government though! Instead of the stupid opt-out clause 

why doesn't it try using a "pull" approach i.e. make it attractive for someone to 

become a donor, say by providing some major life-long tax break, or free life 

insurance that would benefit the donors family or even better how about a full 2/3 

pension for donors just like the MPs have? 



Ms Marie Paule Wagner A child does not think of dying and should that happen, it is up to the parents to give 

consent. How can a 12-year old understand and worse, at 12 you are going to ask a 

pre-teen Young person to think of death and how to dispose of his/her organs. It is 

absolutely stupid. I agree that, to make it easier for everyone, people who are dead 

against giving an organ should carry a card, and it should be the ultimate gift of life 

for the others because it is awful for a grieving family to be approached in the very 

first instants after the terrible news to have to give consent. 

Mr Peter Murray 

 

Irrespective of the deceased wishes as to what they wish to do with their remains 
after their demise ,or how or where these wishes are recorded or registered , we 
have the ridiculous situation here in Malta that such wishes still require the 
approval and consent of the deceased's next-of -kin ,and that without such the 
deceased's wishes are immaterial .PS It might interest you to learn that ,in Malta ,if 
one leaves his /her body to medical research it still costs the remaining family 
money to do so .Incredulous, but nevertheless true 

 

 

I have been a card-carrying registered organ donor since 1972 -first in the USA ,then 
the UK and latterly in Malta,and along with my organ card registration (and card to 
confirm this ) I have also registered my wishes in this regard in my Last Will and 
Testament. However, this country may just be the only country in the world that 
circumvents and totally disregards such wishes after one's demise ,as it then falls 
entirely incumbent on the approval and consent of the organ donor's next-of -kin 
and that without such no organs may then be used ,which should never be the 
case.I would also argue that what should also never be the case is for this organ 
donation to be automatically assumed and require an ''opt-out'' as this should be 
purely an opt-in consent and one which must not then require the consent of the 
organ donor's next-of-kin after his /her death 

Mr Revel Barker 

 

Unless you die in hospital with your family at your side, it could take a long time for 
your next of kin to be tracked down to give their approval - by which time vital 
organs would surely be useless. 

 

 

I'm no medic, but it's my understanding that the heart, for example, needs to be in 
full working order when transferred. Possibly things like the eyes, too... 

 

 

I'm astonished to learn from you that somebody's express wish, duly signed, can be 
overridden by a (possibly distant) relative - or even by a close one. 

Mr Simon Oosterman 

 

Whereas your opinion that organ donation and/or the donation of the body for 
medical research should be up to the owner of the body/organs and not to third 
parties is logical and makes perfect sense, your opinion that there should not be an 
opt-out system does not benefit from the same considerations. As long as there is 
an easy way for those who are opposed to becoming a donor to make their wishes 
known, there is no reason not to include the people who don't care one way or the 
other in the donor pool. 

 

 

The system for organ donation that is the most beneficial overall is a 'hard opt-out' 
one with parental consent for minors. For leaving your body to medical research 
and/or education, a 'hard opt-in' system is better to prevent an oversupply. 

Mr Revel Barker 

 

No ... we should be against the "hard opt-out" for virtually everything. 

Mr Simon Oosterman 

 

That opinion is based solely on emotion, not reason. 

Dragana Kislovski  

 

Organ donation is a compassionate act but has also spiritual ramifications. 
http://www.spiritualresearchfo... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna Zammit  

 

I have a donor card and have registered way back in 2007, I hope that when I die if 
any of my organs are still good to use they will be taken, why not YOUR DEAD, if it 
can help someone that would be great. I must warn you that who ever gets mine I 

http://www.spiritualresearchfoundation.org/organ-donation
http://www.spiritualresearchfoundation.org/organ-donation


love chocolate!! 

 

 

 

Stephen John Avalyan 
 Newton  

Me too Anna ;-) 

 

 

 

Peter Murray 

 

Currently Anna ,as the law stands . it is entirely reliant on your next-of-kin to make 
this decision after you pass away - irrespective of any provisions you have made in a 
Testament or if registered as an organ donor ,and that is UTTERLY AND 
COMPLETELY WRONG ! 

 

 

 

Joseph King 

 

Organ donation should should be an opt-out system which gives people the choice 
to 'opt-out' and thus not have it imposed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently, even if someone has a organ donation card, it is not legally binding in 
Malta. Therefore, the next of kin has to give consent. This is during a time of great 
sadness and possible unclear thinking and even worse, a decision could be taken 
against the wishes of the deceased who may not have got round to filling in a 
donation card. 

 

 

 

 

 

By having an non-imposing, opt-out system, the available organ donation pool is 
inverted 

 

 

 

Peter Murray 

 

Exactly Joseph, couldn't agree more  

 

 

 

Adrian Camilleri 

 

The very notion that my decision to donate my organs could be overridden after my 
death is horrific. It completely nullifies my personal choice. 

 

 

 

T Cassar /Adrian 
Camilleri 

 

No wonder we have not got around to using living wills and advance directives in 
Malta if we think it's fine to override the wish of the dead person just because 
he/she is dead and the relatives are still living.I cannot begin to imagine how this 
makes anyone who has conflict with his relatives feel.How can relatives' wishes 
trump the person's own? 

 

 

 

Jimmy Atanasio 

 

maybe one should have a conversation with family members and let them know 
what their feelings are. I did and we are all in agreement so when I go there will be 
no arguing about my donations. 

 

 

 

Mark Spiteri 

 

People are being brainwashed in Malta on many issues. These ideas are coming 
form abroad. When you die your organs are useless. What you really want to do is 
legalize euthanasia and assisted suicide. Why don't they just say it! 

 

 

 

Jeffrey Decelis 

 

Organ donation should be done on a voluntary basis only. No one should dictate or 
impose on others to do so. If a person so wishes then no body should interfere in 
that decision and his/her wishes are to be respected. The problem raises when a 
small boy/girl dies. I strongly believe that he should not be in a position to decide 
for himself if he is to donate his organs or not and although it would be a very tough 
moment for his parents, their decision is to be respected at all costs. 

https://disqus.com/by/tom-4e7c462030a97ae5b760bb2a6760dc88/


 

 

 

Stephen John Avalyan 
Newton 

 

As a Christian we are taught that once we are dead that the spirit leaves us and so 
the body/carcase is redundant and thus the components that are viable could be 
used to give someone else a better life with cornea, kidney, liver and hearts being 
commonly re-usable now. I personally feel it will be a privilege if some living person 
benefits from my organs, but this is a personal decision.I am categorically opposed 
to any relative having the right to change my wishes after I have died.May my 
organs bring longer and more fulfilled lives to others. 

 

 

 

J.Sammut 

 

The first important thing is that one does whatever he likes with HER or HIS body 
even after one is stone dead. This automatic donation with an opt out can be 
abused. What if someone by “mistake” turns off a life support machine, and 
“looses” or deletes a patient's opt-out documents, to avail himself of the organs of 
the said patient who has healthy organs? Who would guarantee that certain 
medicine would still be administered to a donor patient, even if it renders certain 
organs not reusable? Informing the relatives is more than adequate for someone to 
have his wishes after death, fulfilled. There are people who abduct children to take 
a kidney from them, to be transplanted to a rich child. I’m not talking about the 
urban tale of the man in his hotel room bath packed with ice and a note by his side 
here. Everything has a price, even one's organs! 

 

 

 

Mr Stephen John 
Avalyan Newton  

 

A very simple and clear law to protect individual wishes regarding organ donation 
would be sensible. 

 

 

Interesting that in other european states they have moved to the requirement for 
one to register only if you dont want your organs harvested. 

J.Grima 

 

We need this sooner rather than later. It would be extremely selfish should one opt 
to donate his/her organs and then their family decide to overrule that decision and 
therefore we should protect one's right to do as they please with their body after 
passing.  

 

 

 

 

https://disqus.com/by/tom-99d18233fa4bfd1f0f0a4b3838036a1c/
https://disqus.com/by/tom-99d18233fa4bfd1f0f0a4b3838036a1c/
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