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1. Introduction 
 
 

1.1 Background  
 
The Malta Crafts Council was established in 2000 by virtue of the Malta Crafts Council Act (Cap 421). 
The Council was composed of representatives of Government Entities as well as representatives 
elected by and from registered craftspersons and entrepreneurs. 
 
As obliged by the Act, the Council established a register of craftspersons and entrepreneurs. To date 
there are 947 registered craftspersons.  
 
Those persons who were registered could as a result participate in activities organised by the 
Commerce Department and benefit from a certification system created by the Council whereby the 
craftsperson could order certification tags which s/he could attach to his/her products indicating that 
the craftsperson is registered with the Malta Crafts Council..  The certification tag has a quick response 
code (QR Code) individually assigned to registered artisans.  This code, once scanned via the mobile 
app  can link  the customer to the artisan’s site on the new mobile responsive Malta Crafts portal and 
App, providing not only details and the business location of the craftspersons but also a shop window 
to their other works. In addition, entrepreneurs were eligible to apply for specific certificates which 
showed that their shop sold genuine, hand-made Maltese crafts products. 
 
In 2020, the Malta Crafts Council Act was repealed and the Malta Crafts Act (Cap 613) came into force 
inter alia establishing the Office of the Registrar of Crafts, Craftspersons and Entrepreneurs of Maltese 
Crafts. The Act stipulates a number of functions which are to be carried out by the Registrar as follows: 
 

a. to maintain a register of crafts, craftspersons and crafts entrepreneurs that shall be registered 
according to criteria which may be prescribed from time to time: 

b. to affect possible expulsions and deregistration of registered craftspersons who infringe this 
Act; 

c. to establish and maintain a voluntary certification system of craft products which are in 
compliance with the definition of craft provided in this Act; 

d. to enforce specific regulations in relation to the Crafts Register and events organised by the 
Registrar, including any enforceable sanctions which would result if such regulations are not 
adhered to by a registered craftperson or craftpersons; 

e. to co-operate with the Malta Crafts Foundation and explore ways to jointly undertake 
initiatives to the benefit of local craftspersons; 

f. to keep abreast with European and international developments in the field of crafts and to 
participate in the relevant fora as necessary; 

g. to report to the appropriate authorities, possible infringements which are brought to its 
attention and to commission investigations, surveillance and inspections in relation to the 
authenticity of craft products;  

h. to take and propose actions aimed at raising the standard and profile of the craft sector in 
Malta;  

i. to contribute as necessary to the drawing up of legislation and in the formulation of a national 
policy on crafts; 

j. to make contact and keep a compendium of Maltese living abroad who manufacture 
traditional Maltese handicrafts for the purpose of keeping records of these Maltese 
handicrafts and their method of manufacture; and 

k. to undertake other tasks which may be required in relation to the crafts sector. 
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At the same time the Malta Crafts Foundation was established with the primary purpose of  creating 
a steady interest, appreciation and promotion of Maltese crafts in particular and in Maltese crafts in 
general among all sectors of the community both resident and foreign;  supporting and safeguarding 
the interests of craftspersons through the promotion of studies for the identification of raw materials, 
design, market research and sales programs; and promoting the revival of traditional Maltese crafts; 
amongst other tasks.  
 

1.2 Scope of the Consultation Document 
 
This document puts forward draft proposals in relation to the drafting of Regulations under the new 
Malta Crafts Act for the registration of crafts persons and entrepreneurs of Maltese Crafts with the 
Office of the Registrar.  It is intended that these Regulations will replace the current Regulations (SL 
421.01 and SL 421.02).   
 
The scope of this exercise and hence the regulations that will be drawn up, is to implement a process 
which would facilitate further  the registering of  craftspersons and crafts entrepreneurs, whilst also 
covering other areas such as introducing sanctions to address breaches of the law or the ensuing 
regulations.  It is also intended that the listed crafts would serve as a more realistic reflection   of crafts 
currently practised in Malta. 
 

2.  Areas to be addressed 
 
This section of the consultation document seeks to address the different areas of the application and 
registration process of applications for the registration of craftspersons and craft entrepreneurs. It 
outlines current shortcomings and puts forward proposals to address these shortcomings by means 
of the new subsidiary legislation. The primary aim is to arrive at a formal and homogeneous approach 
for craftspersons and craft entrepreneurs to be included in the Crafts Register.   
 
 

2.1 Requirements to register as a craftsperson 
 

2.1.1 Current Situation 
Current regulations provide that to register as a craftsperson a person must: 
 

• be a citizen of Malta, or if not a citizen of Malta, the person must have the necessary permits 
according to law to operate in Malta 

• be at least 18 years of age  

• present competence certificates and if these cannot be produced,  

• prove that s/he has been practising a craft for at least 2 years.  
 

2.1.2 Proposed Way forward 
The Malta Crafts Act defines a "crafts entrepreneur" and a "craftsperson" as follows: 
 

• "crafts entrepreneur" means a person who by way of trade predominantly deals in craft 
products made in Malta;  

• "craftsperson" means a person who practices a craft in Malta and earns his living by or 
supplements his income by that craft or who proves that he possesses the ability to produce 
craft products and for the purpose of this Act shall be a citizen of Malta or a European Union 
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national who has formal residence in Malta or any other person who hails from any other 
country who has the necessary permits issued by the relevant authorities to have a permanent 
residence in Malta and to work in Malta in the crafts sector; 

 
To substantiate the above it is being proposed that the application form shall contain the following 
details: 
 

• Name and address and ID Number of applicant; 

• Business address and address for correspondence where applicable; 

• VAT number (where applicant earns his living by or supplements his income by that craft); 

• An indication of the type of craft practised by the applicant; 

• Cosmetic Product Notification Portal (CPNP) number in the case where the craft involves 
cosmetics of soap; 

• A short profile of the applicant. 
 
In addition, the application shall be accompanied by:  
  

• Photos of the applicant’s craft;  

• Relevant competence certificates; 

• In the case where the applicant does not have certification of competence from a formal 
educational institution, he/she may present other proof of his/her capabilities and 
craftsmanship to the Registrar. This could take the form of digital presentation and/or live 
demonstration in the presence of officials from the Office of the Registrar at the applicant’s 
request;  

• Food handler certificate as per Subsidiary Legislation 449.27 Registration of Food Handlers 
Regulations (where the crafts involves the handling of food); 

• Food premises registration certificate as per Subsidiary Legislation 449.28 Registration of food 
premises regulations (where food is to be sold from the applicant’s premises);  

• a residence and work permit in the case of non-EU citizens. 
 
An application is to be submitted online however when a person cannot apply online, the process is 
to be facilitated by the Office of the Registrar whereby the Office will assist the applicant to complete 
and submit the online application. 
 
It is to be noted that that the proposed requirements do not include the pre-requisite that the 
applicant must be 18 years of age or over. The intention behind this is to recognise the fact that 
craftspersons could show promise at a young age and also to create a database of young craftspersons, 
which could be source of encouragement for such applicants to progress further.   When the applicant 
is not 18 years of age, but still qualifies for registration according to the relevant criteria, a temporary 
registration will be issued.  This temporary registration will be confirmed every year until the applicant 
reaches the age of 18.  Thereafter, the applicant can apply under another level (listed in section 2.2 
below).  The Office of the Registrar will retain the discretion to carry out a further assessment of the 
new application.   
 
The Registrar will have the authority to  carry out  spot-checks or visits, as considered necessary, both 
when reviewing an application or at a later stage to ensure that the registered crafts person is still 
eligible under the craft sector/s where s/he applied as well as in any other circumstance that the 
Registrar may consider appropriate.  
 
Should a craftsperson wish to add a craft sector or change his/her registration category, a formal 
request must be made to the Registrar, accompanied by the relevant documentation listed above. 
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2.1.3 Feedback required 
1. Do you agree with the above requirements for registration as a craftsperson? 
2. If there are any requirements which you are not in agreement with, please list these 

requirements and explain why you do not agree with these requirements. 
3. Do you agree with the proposed temporary registration of craftspersons below 18 years of 

age? 
4. Are there any other requirements which you suggest should be included in the application 

form? 
 
 

2.2 Registration Categories 
 

2.2.1 Current Situation  
The current Regulations offer two types of registration:  

a. Craftsperson  
b. Entrepreneur 

 
When taking stock of the situation it is noted that these two categories do not represent the 
complexity of the present Maltese crafts environment.  
 

2.2.2 Proposed Way forward 
A more encompassing registration system is being proposed to address today’s Maltese scenario 
whereby a craftsperson or craft entrepreneur can be given the opportunity to register under one or 
more of the following categories:  
 

• Craftsperson 
o Student/Apprentice 
o Hobbyist 
o Part-Time occupation – Employee 
o Part-Time occupation – Self-Employed 
o Fulltime occupation – Employee 
o Fulltime occupation – Self-Employed 

 

• Crafts Entrepreneur: 
o dealing in craft products made in Malta, but is not a craftsperson and does not employ 

craftspersons 
o dealing in craft products made in Malta, but is not a craftsperson and employs 

craftspersons 
o dealing in craft products made in Malta, and is a craftsperson and does not employ 

craftspersons 
o dealing in craft products made in Malta and is a craftsperson and employs 

craftspersons 
 

• Association/ Organisation of Crafts Persons 
 

Definitions 
A Student/Apprentice is registered with a recognised educational institution who is either studying 
crafts or is studying and doing apprenticeship work with another professional craftsperson. 
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A Hobbyist produces craft products without the intention of selling but only for his/her own 
consumption and/or for exhibitions. 
 
A Part-time Occupation – Employee is employed by another craftsperson or craft entrepreneur but 
does not work full-time on crafts. 
 

A Part-time Occupation – Self-Employed  produces and sells craft products but this is not his/her main 
occupation. 
 

A Full-time Occupation – Employee  is employed by another craftsperson or craft entrepreneur on a 

full-time basis. 

 
A Full-time Occupation – Self-Employed  works full-time on the production of crafts and whose main 

income derives from the manufacture and sale of craft products. 

 
Crafts Entrepreneur who deals in crafts but is not a craftsperson and does not employ craftspersons 
is a person who sells Maltese Craft products, either exclusively or together with other items which do 
not qualify as Maltese crafts. This person would not be a craftsperson and does not employ craftspersons 
(e.g. souvenir shops). 
 
Crafts Entrepreneur who deals in crafts but is not a craftsperson and employs craftspersons is a 
person who sells Maltese Craft products either exclusively or together with other items which do not 
qualify as Maltese crafts. This person would not be a craftsperson but employs craftspersons.  
 

Crafts Entrepreneur who deals in crafts and is a craftsperson and does not employ craftspersons is 
a person who sells Maltese Craft products, which he/she produces, from his/her outlet. 
 

Crafts Entrepreneur who deals in crafts and is a craftsperson and employs craftspersons is a person 
who sells Maltese Craft products, which he/she produces together with his/her employees and which 
are sold from his/her outlet. 
 

Association/Organisation of Crafts Persons is an association or organisation representing 
craftspersons practicing identical or similar crafts (ex: honey producers).     
 

2.2.3 Feedback required 
1. Do you agree with the above categories for craftspersons, craft entrepreneurs and association 

of craftspersons? 
2. Do you agree with the definitions for craftspersons, craft entrepreneurs and association of 

craftspersons? 
3. If there are any categories or definitions which you are not in agreement with, please list these 

and explain why you do not agree to them. 
4. Are there any other categories which you may wish to suggest? In this case please also provide 

a definition for the category/ies you are suggesting.  
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2.3 Crafts Sectors 
 

2.3.1 Current Situation 
The list of craft sectors in Subsidiary Legislation 421.02 Maltese Craft (Constitution) Order is already 

substantially extensive and reflects a variety of crafts.   However, over time new crafts have emerged, 

and thus the list needs to be updated to reflect the present-day situation.  

 

2.3.2 Way forward: Proposed Amended list 
The following list of crafts sectors is being proposed: 
 
Food and Beverage Crafts 
1. Agricultural Products 
2. Bakery and Confectionery Products 
3. Beverages 

3.1. Wine 
3.2. Alcoholic Beverages 
3.3. Non-Alcoholic Beverages 

4. Honey 
5. Salt Production 
 
Non-Food Crafts 
1. Boat Building 
2. Book works 

2.1. Bookmaking 
2.2. Bookbinding 

3. Candle Making 
3.1. Wax 
3.2. Other products 

4. Cane works 
5. Carts and Sulkies making 
6. Cobbler works 
7. Egg Art 
8. Engraving 
9. Flower Arrangements 
10. Frame making 
11. Furniture making 

11.1. Wood 
11.2. Metal 
11.3. Other 

12. Ganutell and Monastery 
13. Gilding 
14. Glass Making 

14.1. Blowing 
14.2. Casting 
14.3. Engraving 
14.4. Etching 
14.5. Fusing 
14.6. Painting/Enamelling 
14.7. Stained 

15. Haircutters and stylists 
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16. Horology (clock making and repairing) 
17. Horse shoeing 
18. Jewellery making 

18.1. Non-precious 
18.2. Goldsmithing 
18.3. Silversmithing 
18.4. Filigree 
18.5. Granspinat 

19. Leatherworking 
20. Lime production 
21. Metalworking 

21.1. Casting 
21.2. Enamelling 
21.3. Forging 
21.4. Welding 
21.5. Wire working 

22. Mixed media constructing 
23. Modelling 

23.1. Clay 
23.2. Tin 
23.3. Other 

24. Mosaic 
25. Musical Instrument making 
26. Painting 

26.1. Canvas painting 
26.2. Frescoes 
26.3. Pencil and Charcoal painting 
26.4. Tberfil 
26.5. Other 

27. Paper working 
27.1. Cardmaking 
27.2. Decoupage 
27.3. Papier Mache 
27.4. Other 

28. Plastic and Fibreglass working 
29. Printing 

29.1. Etching 
29.2. Lithography 
29.3. Screen printing 

30. Pottery and Ceramics 
31. Pyrography 
32. Restoration Works 
33. Silversmithing and Holloware 
34. Soap Making and body products 
35. Stone and marble working 

35.1. Carving 
35.2. Marble works (ħajt tas-sejjieħ) 
35.3. Wall Building 
35.4. Sculpting in stone 
35.5. Other 

36. Tattoos and body art 
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37. Textile making 
37.1. Beading 
37.2. Fashion Design  
37.3. Felting  
37.4. Flag making 
37.5. Knitting/Crocheting 
37.6. Lace Making – Bobbin 
37.7. Macrame 
37.8. Millinery 
37.9. Sewing 
37.10. Surface Patterned - Painting 
37.11. Surface Patterned - Printing 
37.12. Surface Patterned - Stitching 
37.13. Surface Patterned - Applique 
37.14. Surface Patterned - Embroidery 
37.15. Surface Patterned - Needlepoint 
37.16. Surface Patterned - Patchworking 
37.17. Surface Patterned - Quilting 
37.18. Tufting 
37.19. Weaving 
37.20. Other  

38. Tile making 
39. Toy Making 
40. Trophies, Medals, badges and Coat of Arms (previously with flag making) 
41. Upholstery works 
42. Waxworks 
43. Woodworking 

43.1. Carving 
43.2. Fretwork 
43.3. Joinery 
43.4. Turning 
43.5. Sculpting in wood 
43.6. Other 

 

2.3.3 Feedback required 
1. Do you agree with the above craft sectors? 
2. If there are any sectors which you are not in agreement with, please list these and explain why 

you do not agree to them. 
3. Are there any other craft sectors which you may wish to suggest?  

 
 

2.4 Sanctions 
 

2.4.1 Current Situation 
Under the current regime there is no possibility for the Department or any other entity to sanction, 
suspend or expel a craftsperson or crafts entrepreneur from the Register when s/he is found to be in 
breach of the Regulations or the Act.  
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2.4.2 Proposed way forward 
It is proposed that a sanctioning system is introduced whereby the Registrar is given the authority to 
take action he considers appropriate when  a craftsperson is found to be in breach of the Regulations 
or the Act.  
 
Circumstances in which the Registrar can take action or be requested to take action to sanction a 
craftsperson or a crafts entreprenuer, include, but are not limited to: 

a. When a craftsperson or a crafts entrepenuer sells imported products as crafts products made 
in Malta; 

b. When a craftsperson or a crafts entrepenuer indicates a false origin of the craft products 
and/or a false indication of the craftsperson who produced the product; 

c. Cases of inappropriate conduct during participation in any of the events organised by the 
Office of the Registrar or the Malta Crafts Foundation.  

 
In case of an alleged breach of the Regulations or the Act, the Office of the Registrar may: 

a. Give notice in writing to the craftsperson or the crafts entrepreneur describing the breach of 
which the person is being accused and request said craftsperson or entrepreneur to provide 
his reaction; 

b. Where the Office considers it relevant, report the alleged infringement to the appropriate 
authorities to conduct investigations and revert to the Office of the Registrar with their 
findings; 

c. According to the outcome of a and/or b above, the Office of the Registrar may decide to 
suspend the craftsperson or crafts entrepreneur  from the Register, advising said craftsperson 
or entrepreneur of the remedial action to be taken and specifying the time frame within which 
remedial action is to be taken.  Time frame will vary from a minimum of ten calendar days to 
a maximum of thirty calendar days based on the circumstances of the case.  The Office of the 
Registrar may, at the request of the craftsperson or crafts entrepreneur extend the set time 
frame taking into consideration justified reasons to do so.  However, when the craftsperson 
or crafts entrepreneur is found to be in breach of the Act or any regulations made thereunder 
for the third time, the Registrar will immediately proceed to expel from the Register, the said 
craftsperson or crafts entrepreneur; 

d. Reinstate the craftsperson or crafts entrepreneur in the Registrar once the remedial action 
has been implemented. 

e. Expel the craftsperson or crafts entrepreneur from the Registrar when the remedial action is 
not implemented within the specified time frame.  
 
 

2.4.3 Feedback required 
1. Do you agree with the proposed sanctions for craftspersons and craft entrepreneurs? 
2. Do you agree with the proposed procedure to be carried out by the Registrar when addressing 

such sanctions? 
3. If there are any sanctions or any steps in the procedure to be carried out by the Registrar with 

which you do not agree, please list these and explain why you do not agree to them. 
4. Are there any other sanctions or procedures which you may wish to suggest in order to  

address breaches to the relevant Act or Regulations?  
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3.  Conclusion 
 
 
Reaction to the above proposals may be sent to the Commerce Department in writing  
 
by post to: 
 

Commerce Department 
Lascaris Bastions 
Daħlet Ġnien is-Sultan 
Valletta VLT 1933 

 
or by email to: 
 

maltacrafts@gov.mt 
 
 
Feedback must reach the Department by Monday 3rd May 2021 

mailto:maltacrafts@gov.mt

