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This booklet will help you to understand, in an easier and shorter 

way, the things written in the document called United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 

2021.  

 

 

 

To know exactly what is written in the full document, you can read 

it by following the link below: 

      

       https://tinyurl.com/yyx274sx  

 

 

This booklet was prepared by Alistair de Gaetano and Blaine Schembri. 
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Rights of Disabled Persons 

 

In 2012, Malta promised the United Nations that it would 

protect the rights of disabled persons.  

 

These rights are written in the United Nations Convention on 

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

This is a document made by the United Nations, that lists the 

rights that disabled people in different countries around the 

world should have.  

The United Nations is an organization made up of different 

countries around the world, where these countries work 

together to make the lives of their people better. 

 

 

The New Law 

 

Malta already has a law about the 

rights of disabled persons, called the 

Equal Opportunities (Persons with 

Disability Act).  

However, this law only speaks about 

some of the rights of disabled persons. The United Nations Convention on 

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities speaks about more rights.  

We now want to make a law that will make sure that disabled persons in 

Malta have all the rights mentioned in the United Nations Convention on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

This new law will be called the United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

Act. 

It will create the following things: 
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UNCRPD Redress Panel 

 

The new law will not only make sure that 

disabled persons have more rights, but it also 

says that when these rights are broken, disabled 

persons can complain to a special Panel.  

The Panel is a group of people who work to make sure that the rights of 

disabled persons are protected. Its full name will be the ‘UNCRPD Redress 

Panel’. 

 

 

Directorate for Disability Issues (DDI) 

 

The new law will also create an office that will make sure 

that the Government of Malta will do all the work 

necessary, so that disabled persons in Malta get their 

rights. This office will be called the Directorate for Disability 

Issues – DDI for short.  

The office will be part of the Ministry that is responsible for the rights of 

disabled persons. This office will also work with other offices that protect the 

rights of disabled persons in different countries. 

 

 

IDCC/ IACD 

 

The new law will create a group where people from 

different government organisations that work with 

disabled persons, such as Agenzija Sapport or the 

Social Care Standards Authority (SCSA), can work 

together to make sure the rights of disabled 
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persons are respected. This will be called the Inter-Departmental 

Coordination Committee – IDCC for short 

The new law will also improve a group that 

already exists, where people from different 

government Ministries can work together, on 

laws and activities, to make sure that the rights of disabled persons are 

respected.  

This group will also do work written in Malta’s National Strategy on the Rights 

of Disabled Persons. The National Strategy is a document which says what 

Malta has to do over the next ten (10) years to make the lives of disabled 

persons better. This group is called the Inter-Ministerial Administrative 

Committee on Disability – IACD for short 

 

 

EMPOWER 

 

Finally, the new law will create a new group called ‘EMPOWER’, 

where disabled persons, their families and their support persons, 

will meet with people working for the Government, to talk about 

work being done by the Government to make the lives of disabled 

persons better.  

During these meetings, people from the Government will ask 

disabled persons what they think, and disabled persons can ask questions 

to people from the Government about this work.  

People from the University of Malta who study about disability, and people 

from the Commission for the Rights of Persons with Disability (CRPD) will 

also come to these meetings. 


