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• A Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan (“SUMP”) is “a strategic plan designed to satisfy the mobility needs of people and
businesses in cities and their surroundings for a better quality of life. It builds on existing planning practices and
takes due consideration of integration, participation and evaluation principles”. (DG MOVE)

• SUMPs are a structured process whereby visions are created, objectives and targets are set, policies and measures
are selected and active communication, monitoring and evaluation all take place. SUMPs are regional initiatives
which contribute to the enablement of various national policies aligned to the core objectives including
transportation, environment and social factors.

• The measures being proposed in the SUMP complement the National Transport Strategy (NTS) and the
accompanying Transport Master Plan (TMP) which set out the vision and strategic goals that the Government
aspires to achieve in the short to medium term within the transport sector.

• Moving towards a more sustainable transport ecosystem will be a crucial element of achieving the government’s
ambition for low-carbon development and linked improvements to environmental, health and quality of life factors.

Context (1)
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Context (2)

• The Maltese islands are divided into 6 regions which encompass 68 localities.
• The purview of the SUMP presented in this Document includes 2 of the 6 regions (the Southern and Northern 

Harbour Regions), collectively referred to as the “Valletta Region” SUMP.
• The Valletta Region SUMP comprises 27 localities: Birgu, Birkirkara, Bormla, Fgura, Floriana, Gżira, Ħamrun, Isla, 

Kalkara, Luqa, Marsa, Msida, Paola, Pembroke, Pieta, Qormi, San Ġiljan, San Ġwann, Sliema, Santa Luċija, Santa 
Venera, Swieqi, Ta’ Xbiex, Tarxien, Valletta, Xgħajra and Żabbar. 

• SUMPs for the other regions across the Maltese Islands are currently being developed.



• In 2005, a first SUMP for Valletta was developed for 2006 – 2012. Solutions developed in this earlier SUMP included 
expanding the pedestrian zone in Valletta; the implementation of Park & Ride facilities; and vehicle access control 
(CVA) to the historical centre of Valletta – all have since been implemented.

• Via funding from the CIVITAS Destinations Project (September 2016 – May 2021) and the European Commissions’ 
Technical Support Instrument (2022 – ongoing) a SUMP has been developed for the Valletta Region comprising of 
the 27 localities of the Northern and Southern Harbour region.

• The Valletta SUMP aims to:

• Provide specific, tried and tested solutions to improve the mobility system of the region;

• Encourage both residents and visitors to use sustainable modes of transport;

• Improve the quality of life, reduce transport emissions, make the region more attractive; and

• Introduce the general SUMP concept to the Maltese Islands.

• Within this SUMP, three scenarios (business as usual, tourism scenario and clean & efficient transport) have been 
explored to better understand the likely effect of external factors and provide a strong factual basis for strategic 
decisions, objectives and proposed measures.

• An extensive consultation process was undertaken in 2019 - 2020 and again between April and August 2022, 
including further internal government stakeholder meetings on draft measures, questionnaires and meetings with 
Local Councils, and focus groups with other relevant stakeholders.

SUMP process for the Valletta region
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• Malta has limited land mass and the highest population density in the EU.

• Rapid population growth has created big pressure on transport infrastructure.

• Limited land space in built /urban areas and the lack of synchronisation with planning policies over recent decades 
makes it challenging to increase transport infrastructure.

• These challenges are compounded by:

• a lack of zoning in many localities resulting in business activities being spread across islands

• many children attending schools beyond a walkable catchment area

• The Valletta region is one of the most densely populated and hosts key mobility infrastructure such as the airport 
and the cruise liner terminals. It also includes the main tourist, leisure and shopping centres of the Island.

• A bus service is the only form of national mass public transport. Ferry services are limited to a few destinations. 

• The financial feasibility of other forms of mass public transport, such as an underground metro system, are still 
being studied and will not address near-term congestion related challenges given the timeframes (and related near-
term disruption) to develop such a project. 

Challenges and Key Considerations (Malta & Valletta Region) (1) 
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Challenges and Key Considerations (Malta & Valletta Region) (2)
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• Private car usage and ownership are ingrained across Maltese society, with a significant portion of the Maltese

population not using public transportation or active modes of mobility.

• The number of vehicles registered in Malta has been steadily increasing, current stock is about 420,000 vehicles.

No national policy measures to disincentivise private care usage are in force.

• The transport sector is a significant contributor to air pollution and CO2 emissions. Electrification of transport

poses certain challenges in terms of provision of sufficient infrastructure, especially for the large part of the

population that have to rely on curbside charging (no access to garage, dedicated parking spots)

• New forms of urban and micro mobility are emerging (eScooters, Mobility as a service, shared transport,

multimodality)



With Malta being one of the most densely populated countries in the world, the Maltese Government has invested

heavily in the transport sector along the years, including moving towards more efficient transport infrastructure and

sustainable transport modes, and continues to do so.

The Valletta SUMP is being developed in the context of various national initiatives that have taken place recently or 

have already been announced. 

National Initiatives related to Sustainable mobility (1/2)
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Roads: 
Significant investment in road infrastructure, including the Marsa Junction Project (flyovers), the Santa Lucija 

Underpass and the Central Link Project.

Maritime: 
Investment in maritime infrastructure, including breakwater and ferry terminals, and the Grand Harbour Clean Air 

Project.

Public transport:
Investment in public transport, extension of route network, investment in new and a cleaner bus fleet, and gradually 

making public transport free for all.

Market opening:
The taxi/cab market has been opened up to new operators, leading to a situation where consumers have multiple 

options, various operators and apps to choose from, and lower prices.

Intelligent transport systems 
and enforcement:

Implementation of an Intelligent Traffic Management System/Intelligent Transport System (ITS) in various stages. The 
roll-out of ITS at national level in the first phase generates vast quantities of raw travel and traffic data which can be 
filtered and structured to provide a vital monitoring and assessment tool for transport planners and operators, 
emergency services, policy makers and control bodies.

On enforcement, government continues to invest in tools to facilitate road enforcement (CCTVs, resources). Planning 
is another area which requires a better interface with mobility, as well as enforcement – for instance, new 
developments increasingly need to take mobility into account (e.g. parking; EV chargepoints or connectivity for such)
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National Initiatives related to Sustainable mobility (2/2)
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Cleaner transport:

Grants to assist in the uptake of private and commercial electric vehicles, direct investment and policy incentives for 
roll-out of public EV charging infrastructure, continuous investment in upgrading Enemalta’s distribution network.

The conversion of the government fleet to low-emission vehicles/ non-ICE vehicles is also envisaged. Government 
will also follow EU direction on any ICE cut-off data (for new vehicles). In addition, government will continue its 
grants on the installation of solar PVs on buses. Government will also be studying the potential use of hydrogen in 
transport.

The shift to new technologies (electric; hydrogen) will require an investment in the whole ecosystem, including 
maintenance facilities and new skills within such ecosystems – government is also committed to investing in 
companies and in their workforce to assist in these skills being increasingly made available.

Government will also explore possibilities to incentivise the retrofitting of vehicles both by means of switching to 
alternative powertrains (conversion to electric) or improving the overall emission performance e.g. by exhaust 
aftertreatment.

On goods deliveries, the existing grant for cargo bikes will be continued to further encourage the deployment of 
such vehicles within the sector. One could also explore the option of incentivising the use of electric motorcycles as 
an alternative mode of travel due to the hilly topography of the region.

Alternative means of 
transport:

Government has also legislated and/or provided assistance (e.g. grants) in favour of various alternatives to the 
private car, including motorcycles, bicycles, e-bikes conversions, mopeds, kick-scooters and pedelecs, as well as the 
sharing concept for different modes of transport (bikes; mopeds). Government is also in the process of launching a 
national cycling strategy.

Mass transit:
Preliminary studies have been undertaken, and others are still underway, to explore the possibility of a Mass Rapid 

Transit system.
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SUMP Objectives
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1. 

Incentivise 
alternatives to car use

2. 

Transition to cleaner 
transportation

3. 

Optimise the (current) 
transport ecosystem

4. 

Optimise provision of 
Goods and Joint 

Services

Digital Technologies as horizontal enabler

The Valletta Region SUMP measures are based on and grouped into four strategic objectives, which aim to address different levers to optimise the
existing ecosystem (short- to medium-term) and shift towards more sustainable mobility solutions in Malta (medium- to long-term). The use of
digital technologies is seen as a horizontal enabler across all four pillars.
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This strategic objective aims to incentivise towards alternatives to private car use. Key focus areas in this Pillar are:

- Encourage active modes of transport such as cycling or walking

- Improve inter-modality

- Enhance and expand public maritime transport (ferry infrastructure and usage)

- Optimise and incentivise public bus transport usage

Pillar 1 – Incentivise alternatives to car use
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Measures

1.1 Invest in infrastructure that encourages active modes of transport

1.2 Develop and map active mobility routes

1.3 Encourage walking and improve pedestrian infrastructure

1.4 Pilot (semi) pedestrianisation

1.5 Trial timed-pedestrianisation in the direct vicinity of schools

1.6 Incentivise cycling in the Region

1.7 Encourage green travel plans and green commuting plans in the Regions

1.8 Explore sustainable mobility hubs of the future

1.9 Explore and map combined transport routes

1.10 Explore residential car sharing schemes

1.11 Facilitate ferry usage for more localities

1.12 Facilitate public transport schedules

1.13 Evaluate and improve on-demand services
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The aim of this Pillar is to incentivise the replacement of polluting internal-combustion vehicles on Malta’s roads with cleaner
alternatives by means of:

- Electrification of the vehicle fleet

- Evaluation and roll-out of alternative fuels such as Hydrogen
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Pillar 2 – Transition to cleaner transportation

Measures

2.1 Incentivise increased roll-out of EV charging infrastructure in Region

2.2 Evaluate the potential roll-out of alternative fuels such as Hydrogen

2.3 Explore low emission zones in Region

2.4 Extend roll-out of shore-side electricity across the Grand Harbour
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This Pillar aims to tackle two SUMP objectives, namely (i) greater efficiency and cost-effectiveness of the transportation of people

and goods and (as a product of these initiatives), (ii) the reduction of air and noise pollution, greenhouse gas emissions and energy

consumption. This is done through measures aimed at the optimisation of the current ecosystem in the short to medium term,

including:

- Improvements in parking situation and utilisation of Park & Ride facilities

- Clear focus on enforcement

- Exploitation of data and digital technologies
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Pillar 3 – Optimise the (current) transport ecosystem

Measures 

3.1 Undertake further data collection to inform measures

3.2 Explore multi-purpose communal parking areas 

3.3 Optimise Park & Ride facilities

3.4 Increase enforcement in Region

3.5 Revisit timings for on-road public services

3.6 Exploit digital tools 
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This strategic objective is closely linked to the eventual development of a national Sustainable Urban Logistics Plans (SULP) and aims

to shift delivery and logistics towards more efficient and sustainable mobility practices, such as:

- Exploration of last mile logistics solutions

- Incentivisation of alternative modes of delivery

- Exploration of the establishment of mobility/logistics hubs (also linked to last mile and other objectives)

6 December 2022Page 13

Pillar 4 – Optimise provision of Goods and Joint Services 

Measures 

4.1 Extend last mile delivery with shared vehicle

4.2 Expand last mile delivery network 

4.3 Enforce proper use of un/loading bays 

4.4 Explore centralised logistics hub
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Summary of Objectives & Measures 
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Objective 1: Incentivise alternatives to car use
Objective 2: Transition to cleaner 

transportation

Objective 3: Optimise the (current) transport 

ecosystem

Objective 4: Optimise provision of Goods 

and Joint Services

Encourage active modes of transport such as cycling or 

walking

1.1 Invest in infrastructure that encourages active 

transport

1.2 Develop/ map cycling routes 

1.3 Encourage walking and improve pedestrian 

infrastructure 

1.4 Pilot (Semi) pedestrianisation 

1.5 Trial timed-pedestrianisation near schools 

1.6 Encourage cycling  

Improve inter-modality and the modal shift (future 

sustainable mobility hubs)

1.7 Encourage green travel plans and green commuting 

plans 

1.8 Explore sustainable mobility hubs of the future 

1.9 Explore and map combined transport routes 

1.10 Explore the setting up residential car sharing schemes 

Further explore maritime transport (ferry infrastructure 

and usage)

1.11 Facilitate ferry usage 

Optimising and incentivising public bus transport

1.12 Facilitate Public Transport Schedules 

1.13 Evaluate and improve on-demand services 

Electrification of the vehicle fleet 

2.1 Incentivise increased Roll-out of EV 

charging infrastructure 

Others

2.2 Evaluate potential roll-out of alternative 

fuels such as Hydrogen 

2.3 Explore low emission zones 

2.4 Extend roll-out of shore-side electricity 

across the Grand Harbour

Improve parking situation and utilisation of 

Park & Ride facilities 

3.1 Undertake data collection to inform 

measures 

3.2 Explore multi-purpose communal parking 

areas

3.3 Optimise Park & Ride facilities 

Clear focus on enforcement

3.4 Increase enforcement in region 

3.5 Revisit timings for on road public services 

Leverage data and digital technologies

3.6 Exploit digitals tools 

4.1 Extend last mile delivery 

4.2 Expand last mile delivery network 

4.3 Enforce proper use of un/loading bays 

4.4 Explore centralised logistics hubs
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For the period up to 7th December 2022, the Ministry for Transport, Infrastructure and Capital Projects, 
together with Transport Malta, is carrying out a stakeholder and public consultation on the measures and 
objectives of the Valletta Region Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan. Specifically, we are seeking your feedback 
with regard to the following:

1. Which are the core specifics/issues of the Valletta Region that a Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan should 
cater for?

2. Which areas (pillars) do you believe will be the greatest lever/s for the move to more sustainable 
mobility in the Valletta Region?

3. Which measures do you believe will have the greatest impact? Which measures should be lower priority 
than others?

Feedback requested
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All input towards this consultation must be received by 7th December 2022 and must be sent in through the 
following channels:

o By e-mail: sumpconsultation.tm@transport.gov.mt

o By Post: 

Valletta SUMP Public Consultation

Transport Malta

Management, Policy and EU Affairs Department

Triq il-Pantar

Hal Lija LJA 2021

We thank you in advance for your input.

Submission of inputs
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APPENDIX



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 1: Incentivise alternatives to car use

1.1 Invest in infrastructure that encourages active modes of transport

Infrastructure Malta (IM) is presently preparing plans for Safer Active Mobility routes and an estimated investment of
EUR 35 Million is being planned over 5 years. The scope of this project is to provide an improved dimension of Active
Mobility Connections through better continuity, efficiency and most of all safety and in the process encourage more
confidence in our users that roads can be used through alternative means other than the private vehicle. The
measures will include, among others:

• improvement of existing footpaths and cycling infrastructure;
• traffic calming measures in local roads to enable a shared route that can be more safely accessible for

vulnerable road users;
• upgrading of existing crossings and introduction of new crossings at pedestrian and cyclists desire lines;
• introduction of new infrastructure including footpaths, cycling infrastructure and shared pathways to create

safer active mobility;
• improving directness and efficient routes by ameliorating connections to public transit nodes; and
• introduction of mobility points at strategic locations to ease the shifting from one mode to another.



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 1: Incentivise alternatives to car use

1.2 Develop and map active mobility routes

Linked to the above measure, this measure aims to identify potential active mobility routes, which can take users,
from Point A to Point B, safely and efficiently, using active mobility methods of transportation, which in turn will guide
related infrastructural development, such as cycle lanes and footpaths, and help shape potential legislative changes
which may be required. This measure aims to review the existing cycling network as well as planned routes to deploy
safe cycling lane infrastructure which in conjunction with appropriate campaigns (e.g. local cycling events, cycling
“ambassadors”) will encourage further uptake of cycling as a mode of transport. Micro-mobility will also be included
when planning and deploying such infrastructure. There is also the opportunity to consolidate and build on identified
Slow Streets networks of walking and cycling, particularly when considering that 20 out of the 27 Local
Councils within the Valletta Region participated in Slow Streets (Vittoriosa, Birkirkara, Cospicua, Fgura, Floriana, Gżira,
Ħamrun, Kalkara, Marsa, Msida, San Ġiljan, Tas-Sliema, Santa Venera, Senglea, Swieqi, Ta’ Xbiex, Ħal Tarxien, Valletta,
Xgħajra and Ħaż-Żabbar).



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 1: Incentivise alternatives to car use

1.3 Encourage walking and improve pedestrian infrastructure

Journeys which are less than 2 km in length can easily be carried out on foot. However, current pedestrian

infrastructure very often deters users from walking. Pedestrian infrastructure must therefore be improved,

particularly within areas in localities which could generate the most foot traffic such as school areas, shopping areas,

the church, main services (post office/ police station/ health care clinic etc.) and the roads leading to them. There is

also the opportunity to consolidate and build on identified Slow Streets networks of walking and cycling. This will be

informed by the Slow Streets strategies that have been formulated and stakeholder engagement. This measure will

also improve the general accessibility of the pavement / walkways for persons with disabilities, the elderly or the use

of pushchairs.

Another focus area will be improved wayfinding for tourists and visitors, also supported by digital technologies; as a

first step, locations where wayfinding could be improved in the central hub to help tourists and visitors navigate will

be identified.



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 1: Incentivise alternatives to car use

1.4 Pilot (Semi) pedestrianisation

This measure looks at identifying streets which can be potentially transformed into semi or fully pedestrianised areas

within the different localities, and running studies/ pilots, and holding discussions with affected parties. This may be

limited to a particular time during the day. Potential areas which have been identified, and could thus be studied

further, include commercial hubs within localities, as well as some urban pockets that have been designated within

the Slow Streets strategies, as temporary play streets or as better articulated street spaces. In the spirit of a 'tactical

urbanism' (that is, low-cost, temporary and reversible) approach, these spaces may be tested for increased pedestrian

activity and subsequently either reverted back to their current state or be made even more permanent, depending on

the outcome of such piloting initiatives.



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 1: Incentivise alternatives to car use

1.5 Trial timed-pedestrianisation in the direct vicinity of schools

This measure relates to studying the traffic management around selected school areas and, where feasible, undertake

pilot projects for the pedestrianisation of such school areas during school times (i.e. pilot projects in urban areas).

This could be combined with (and build on) EIT’s ‘walking to school’ initiative and from ‘School Streets’ projects

abroad.



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 1: Incentivise alternatives to car use

1.6 Incentivise cycling in the Region

This measure aims to:

(A) encourage local councils to introduce local cycling clubs for both children and adults to facilitate the uptake of

cycling within the community. This is to include the provision of lessons (which can be coordinated in conjunction

with cycling NGOs/ clubs/ nurseries) to teach residents how to cycle, traffic safety and mobility education for

cyclists and other traffic participants, including safe and defensive cycling/driving behaviours. Schools and other

communal stakeholders could act as a multiplier for these activities.

(B) undertake complementing campaign activities that could include, for example, cycling tours organised in
collaboration with Heritage Malta and MTA or local ambassadors/ champions.

(C) explore bike sharing options by means of novel (local) services or expansion of existing services within the Valletta
Region.



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 1: Incentivise alternatives to car use

1.7 Encourage green travel plans and green commuting plans in the Region 

This measure aims to:

(A) encourage public sector entities to develop green travel plans for their employees. Activities within such plans can
include the provision of collective transport from localities with a high concentration of employees, tele-working on a
set number of days per week and the encouragement and enforcement of car-pooling among employees. One could
envisage issuing guidance and supporting pilots and trials or campaigns across at least one public sector entity in the
Valletta Region.

(B) Similar to the green travel plans being developed for the public sector, private sector entities with a link to the
Region will be encouraged to prepare plans for their employees to travel more sustainably. New or relocated
commercial developments of a certain size should be obliged to implement a Green Commuting Plan for staff to
support more sustainable commuting practices, as per Planning Authority planning conditions.



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 1: Incentivise alternatives to car use

1.8 Explore sustainable mobility hubs of the future

The aim of this measure is to explore and study the potential setting up of sustainable mobility community hubs-of-

the-future, exploring services that could be provided and linked, ranging from shared transport and micro-mobility

services addressing first/last mile issues to parking, charging infrastructure or logistic components such as parcel

lockers.

1.9 Explore and map combined transport routes

To further facilitate the uptake of combined transport options such as combining bus and ferry rides, active transport

(cycling) as well as last mile options based on shared micro-mobility services, this measure will explore routes in the

Region where very efficient mobility can be achieved by combining different services, while also communicating the

outcomes and advantages broadly (campaign). One example could be to take the bike on the ferry or use bike sharing

for the first and last mile of a journey.



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 1: Incentivise alternatives to car use

1.10 Explore residential car sharing schemes

The measure will look into options to incentivise local councils to set up and/or enlarge car sharing schemes within

their localities, also by partnering with neighbouring local councils where appropriate (e.g. three-cities region), to

service community needs and further support the shift from individual car ownership to shared mobility.

1.11 Facilitate ferry usage for more localities

This measure will study how to facilitate ferry usage by means of a potential expansion towards novel ferry

routes/jetties as well as increasing the accessibility of existing ones to citizens in neighbouring localities and better

exploit inter-modal linkages.

This can include the undertaking of a feasibility study to determine the possibility and viability of dedicated circular

routes which pick up commuters and tourists from a radius of immediate locations that may be serviced by the ferry

(e.g Gzira/ St Julian’s/ Pembroke/ Ibragg for Sliema Ferries; and Paola/ Xghajra/ Fgura/ Zabbar for Cospicua ferry) and

transports them to the ferry landing site.

In addition, the expansion of free public transport to (certain) ferry services and lines will also be explored.



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 1: Incentivise alternatives to car use

1.12 Facilitate public transport schedules

This measure will analyse the present-day requirements of public transport schedules within the Region and identify

whether any changes are required to increase patronage. This will culminate in recommendations also with regard to

revised routes.

1.13 Evaluate and improve on-demand services

The measure will evaluate the public transport on-demand service and explore potential improvements or widening

of scope in the Region, taking specific use cases as an example.



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 2: Transition to cleaner transportation

2.1 Incentivise increased roll-out of EV charging infrastructure in the Region

This measure aims to improve the availability of EV charging options in public and private spaces in the Region.

Government can utilise policy tools to incentivise the deployment of rapid or fast charging infrastructure in

commercial areas (notably supermarkets, fuel stations), the deployment of additional charging points in residential

areas as well as privately-owned, publicly accessible land. New residential developments should already start catering

for EV charging points (or connectivity), through appropriate planning conditions enforced by the PA and/or the BCA.

2.2 Evaluate the potential roll-out of alternative fuels such as Hydrogen

The feasibility of Hydrogen as an alternative transport fuel across all transport modes will be assessed, with particular

focus on the airport and port as well as tourist vehicle entry points (road transport/ferries) located in the Valletta

Region. This might also cover the identification of suitable locations as well as the general need for the installation of

Hydrogen re-fuelling facilities, together with potential incentives to facilitate the uptake of any potentially required

infrastructure.



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 2: Transition to cleaner transportation

2.3 Explore low emission zones in the Region 

The feasibility of introducing low emission zones in certain localities and strategic areas within the Region will be

studied. This could, for example, be combined with the current Controlled Vehicular Access (CVA) system in Valletta,

with different models being applied (e.g. for residents, non-residents or commercial vehicles; allowing for positive

discrimination).

2.4 Extend roll-out of shore-side electricity

This measure relates to the continued roll-out of shore-side electricity across the Grand Harbour. Using shore-side

electricity will improve air quality due to fewer emissions from marine fuel combustion.



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 3: Optimising (the current) transport ecosystem

3.1 Undertake further data collection to inform measures

Data collection and data generation exercises to understand current parking realities and demand distribution will be carried out.

This would include the availability of on- and off-street parking; parking permits issued; parking provision (or non-provision, if fines

are being paid instead) of different development permits issued by the PA vis-à-vis different land uses (and especially for

redevelopments), as well as applications for designated/reserved parking bays (un/loading, blue badge, residents-only schemes). This

data will be crucial for policy making and should include an understanding of the cumulative impact of planning decisions.

3.2 Explore multi-purpose communal parking areas

This measure will investigate the introduction of communal parking facilities (including underground possibilities) and identify

potential locations. Such communal parking spaces could be further utilised to serve other objectives (e.g. by including vehicle

charging infrastructure or linking the facilities to the 'hubs-of-the-future' concept by means of adding alternative modes of transport

options such as micro-mobility, residential car sharing, last mile mobility, etc).

The study will also consider whether public land could be used for communal parking at given times. For instance, the study will
consider whether specific government building car parks or school grounds could be opened as residential parking during night-time.
This study will also include a case-by-case assessment of the identified areas, and lead to trials. Such facilities could also be upgraded
to include EV charging facilities where the space allows.



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 3: Optimising (the current) transport ecosystem

3.3 Optimise Park & Ride facilities

As residential areas move away from the central hub (the Valletta Region) to more peripheral areas of the island, commuters have to

travel inter-zonal journeys to get to/from work, creating high congestion on the approach roads within the hub. To address this, a

review of existing P&R facilities will be undertaken, including the identification of extending existing facilities, such as Mriehel, and/or

implementing new ones based on current and expected usage, such as in Ta’Qali and Luqa.

3.4 Increase enforcement in the Region

This measure aims to:

(A) increase enforcement along bus corridors to avoid accumulating bottlenecks along bus routes that increase bus travel times.

(B) better manage road works and construction sites. Through the use of GIS, local councils could be given increased control on the
sharing of information on road works and road closures. This information will be shared real-time to better manage traffic,
avoiding bottlenecks and accidents.

(C) Increase enforcement of non-EV/PHEV vehicles parking at dedicated spots allocated for the charging of such vehicles.



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 3: Optimising (the current) transport ecosystem

3.5 Revisit timings for on-road public services

Discussions will be undertaken to assess whether peak traffic can be further mitigated through the revision of the timings of public
on-street services (such as street cleaning, gardening, waste collection) to coincide with off-peak hours and the setting up of a
rigorous enforcement system.

3.6 Exploit digital tools

This measure will be linked to:
A. The better exploitation of available parking in residential areas through the leveraging of digital tools. These applications

are similar to what has been put in place at Hastings Garden and in Qormi, and systems that have been implemented in
some private car parks.

B. The exploration of options on how to deploy digital technologies to optimise traffic flows. For example, these include
intelligent traffic management systems that use traffic cameras, road closures feeding into third-party applications, lane
prioritisation or parking applications/systems, alongside emerging technologies such as the use of predictive modelling and
artificial intelligence.

C. Analysis of the potential to facilitate bus priority measures in the Region through the integration of digital infrastructure,
such as advanced green traffic signals, and bus priority lanes.



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 4: Optimise provision of Goods and Joint Services

4.1 Extend last mile delivery with shared vehicle

A pilot project at the Ta’ Qali crafts village will be utilised to gather learnings on how to optimise and maximise trips
and cost efficiency of last mile delivery using shared vehicles. Based on the evaluation of the benefits, transport
effects and outcomes of this pilot, the service could be rolled out to other still-to-be-identified localities in the Region.
The objective is to support fleet electrification, and provide robust business data.

4.2 Expand last mile delivery network

The roll out/expansion of a last mile delivery network will be investigated for the Valletta Region. In particular, the
case study undertaken at Maltapost plc will be reviewed as an example for potential future upscaling. Other examples
of sustainable supply chain and logistics operations will be detected and their roll-out potential evaluated. The
objective is to increase the market share of electric vehicles in goods transportation in Malta.



Valletta Region SUMP Measures 

Pillar 4: Optimise provision of Goods and Joint Services

4.3 Enforce proper use of un/loading bays

This measure will explore the introduction of RFID-activated bollards at loading/unloading bays, in selected sites
within the Region, so that they can be used exclusively by delivery vehicles. The objective is to help with enforcement
of unloading regulations, reduce the disturbance and increase the quality of life and mobility experience for residents
and visitors.

4.4 Explore centralised logistics hubs

A strategic study will be conducted to identify potential centralised logistics hubs in the Valletta Region; this will also
connect to the studies on mobility hubs-of-the-future. The objective is to obtain a freight consolidation effect, leading
to more efficient deliveries and less resources/energy/costs per unit. This should be beneficial for the competitiveness
of Malta's logistics and supply chain industry.



All input towards this consultation must be received by 7th December 2022 and must be sent in through the 
following channels:

o By e-mail: sumpconsultation.tm@transport.gov.mt

o By Post: 

Valletta SUMP Public Consultation

Transport Malta

Management, Policy and EU Affairs Department

Triq il-Pantar

Hal Lija LJA 2021

We thank you in advance for your input.
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